
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY SYLLABUS  
Instructor: Mr. Moodie   

Course Description  
This course will help the students become well rounded in the fundamentals of digital photography. Four  areas 
of instruction will be emphasized: How cameras work, how composition works, how lighting works,  how to use 
photo editing software. Students will, generally, receive basic instruction, demonstration, and see  samples of the 
desired outcomes. They will be allowed to go outside the classroom to shoot assignments,  based on what they 
are learning. Students will have the opportunities to discuss their work often. They will  see what makes a 
successful photo and what does not. Students are expected to be able to work independently  in order to 
complete assignments, oftentimes bringing supplies from home to express their vision.   

At the end of this course, you will:  
• Know how to use various features of a Digital SLR camera to have creative control of your 

photographs.  
• Be able to decide what type of lighting to use in a given situation to produce optimum results. • 
See how photographic composition can make or break a photograph  
• Understand how to use photo editing software to improve the overall appearance of images 

NEEDS AND RESOURCES  

Learning Outcomes  
To successfully complete this course, students must:   

• Show up in class, on time!  
• Try every project to the best of your ability  
• Complete assignments by given deadlines  
• Cooperate with other students and staff to increase learning potential  
• Take and Edit photos successfully using digital cameras and photo editing software • 
Research a photographer and report on his (or her) style and impact on photography • 
Take part in class discussions and critiques of photos presented in class.  

Required Materials  
To successfully complete this course, you will need:   

• Access to a digital camera is essential! The class has several digital SLR cameras available for student  use, 
however, it is encouraged that students interested in pursuing photography have their own  camera. 
This allows students more familiarity with their camera and access any at any time. There are  not 
enough class cameras for each student to have their own.   

• Lab Fee $60 ($30/semester), this fee primarily covers paper, ink, some equipment, and continued 
maintenance.  

• A minimum 2 Gig SD card (not mini)  
• A USB storage device to download images from the computers to take home! The students have limited 

storage space on the school server that will be quickly used up when shooting and downloading  photos, 
this USB will help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Topics  

The course will cover the following topics (no particular order):  
1. Various Camera Modes and their uses  
2. Flash Modes  
3. ISO settings  
4. White Balance  
5. Drive Modes  
6. Lens Focal Length  
7. Exposure Compensation   
8. Focusing Options  
9. Depth of Field (Depth of Focus)  
10. Macro Photography  
11. Portraiture  
12. Landscape  
13. Action Photography  
14. Still Life  
15. Candid Photography  
16. Indoor Photography  
17. Fine Art Photography  
18. Black and White (Monochrome)  
19. Basic Techniques of Lighting (Including: Front, Side, Back, Defused, etc.)  
20. Basic Photo Composition (Including: Rule of 3rds, Leading Lines, Framing Subjects, etc.) 
21. Basic Photo Editing (Using Photoshop)  
22. Special Photoshop Creative Ideas involving use of layers  
23. High Dynamic Range (H.D.R.) Photography  
24. Knowledge of Pixels, Mega Pixels, DPI, PPI  

COURSE SCHEDULE  

ALL Assignments will be posted on the Google Classroom. These usually include additional instruction 
videos, other resources, and all due dates. Please check often.  

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  

General Rules:  

• Students are to handle all class equipment, (including computers, cameras, lights, etc.) with care. • Cell 
phones, head phones, I-pods, etc. may be used at times during class during individual working  times. Cell 
phones are turned in when cameras are checked out during class. Access to computers will  facilitate class 
needs. (limited exceptions by permission of Mr. Moodie ONLY) If a student is texting,  watching music 
videos, social media, or anything similar to these, the phone will be confiscated. (First  time- will be returned 
at the end of class, second – must be picked up at AP’s office at the end of the  day, third time – parent must 
pick up from AP and conference. If student refuses to put phone away, or  turn it in when asked this is an 
automatic referral to Administration)  
• Students are to avoid shooting photos in or near other classrooms so they will not disrupt the teaching 

and learning of others.  
• Students are not permitted to leave the school campus during class time to shoot photos. • 
Food and beverages are not permitted in the classroom at any time.  
• Class lab time is expected to be spent working on assignments. Students will not be allowed to defer 

shooting photos, or editing photos until a later time.  
 
 
 



Grading Policies:  

Each student is graded on an individual basis. No cross-class comparisons will be made. I grade based on 
expectations of you and your growth as an individual. Your projects will be graded with the following criteria 
in mind:  

Creativity/Originality- you have developed your own idea and not copied someone else's                       
Use of Elements and Principles- you understand the application of E&P of art and design                             
Craftsmanship- you have taken your time and done a careful job  
Understanding, Achievement and Completion- you have met the criteria outlined for each assignment 
Effort- this means always striving for your personal best 
A = Excellent, outstanding effort, exceeds expectations; “WOW!!!”  
B = Strong work, very good  
C = Fair, adequate, looks finished.  
D/F= work does not demonstrate standards and must be resubmit  

Basic Grading Rubric 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY  

I am very excited to be exploring photography with your student this year. In order to be eligible to use the 
school’s cameras or any other photography equipment please fill out the lower section of this form and return 
before August 23. Please read this agreement carefully as your student is responsible for damages incurred on 
any piece of SCHS photo equipment. Please note that in addition to the $60 lab fee ($30 per semester) If the 
student has their  own camera, please bring it to class daily.  
   

I have supplied SD cards for each of the school cameras.  If a student would like to purchase 
their own theta are encouraged to do so.  They will need at least an 8Gig SD Card (preferable 
not a mini with an adapter, they always break) 

A flash drive is strongly recommended.  Late work is not accepted.  

AVL students are not responsible for the lab fee while learning at home, however there may 
be supplies to purchase on your own in order to complete activities.   

The Adobe Suite has been provided for all students while registered in this class.  It is a 
requirement and must be downloaded on your home computer if AVL. 

Please read, sign, and return The permissions bellow   

 ________________is currently enrolled in a photography class at Shadow Creek  High School. The equipment 
that is provided for the students' use is expensive (camera $500, Lens $300,  Tripod $60, Lighting equipment 
$300); therefore, it is their responsibility to care for it. If a school camera,  tripod, flash, lens or other piece of 
equipment is lost or broken due to the student's negligence, they are  financially responsible for damages or loss. 
Please also note that if cameras are not turned back into the school  within 3 days that camera will be listed as 
stolen and charges will be filed. Your signatures below indicate that  you understand and agree to all policies, 
rules, and policies for this course. Students may check out cameras  overnight, however, this form AND the lab 
fee must be turned in first.  

If you would like further information about this policy, please contact me at 281-245-6534 or 
jmoodie@alvinisd.net  

Sincerely,   

Mr. Jason L Moodie  

Student Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: ______ 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________ Date: _____ 

Parent/Guardian Contact information:  

Phone:_____________________________________ Email:_______________________________ 
 


